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Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston’s (IM) 
signature event, the 
Tapestry Gala, is fast 
approaching and there is 
still time to join us for this 
festive evening benefiting 
IM’s programs, including 

feeding homebound seniors, serving refugees fleeing violence 
and persecution in their home countries, and interfaith dialogue.
The Gala will be held on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, from 6:00 
to 9:30 p.m., at the Hilton Americas- Houston, 1600 Lamar.

This year’s gala salutes Shell Oil Company, one of the 
community’s biggest benefactors and a major supporter of 
IM’s Meals on Wheels program.
Community leader Philamena Baird is the event chair and IM 
Board Member Swatantra Jain is the finance chair.
This year’s gala will include a silent auction, with BidPal 
electronic bidding.
Individual tickets start at $500. Table sponsorships at $5,000.
For more information, contact: 
Lily Young at lyoung@imgh.org, 713-533-4965.

A LONG JOURNEY TO SAFETY
“When we came to America, everyone was so nice. 
People welcomed us.”

After being kidnapped and held hostage for two days, Belal 
escaped imprisonment and began a journey to America that 
lasted eight years and took him across four 
countries. 
A Sunni Muslim, Belal and his wife Zina were 
threatened constantly in their hometown of 
Baghdad by Shiite militant groups. One day, 
while leaving his job, he was kidnapped by Shiite 
militia men and taken to an unknown location, 
where he was told he would be murdered and 
his wife would be captured from their home. After 
two days with no food and very little water, Belal 
escaped imprisonment and returned to his home 
expecting the worst. Delighted to see his wife 
when he opened the door, they left immediately 
with just the clothes on their backs. This was in 
June of 2006.

FLEEING IRAQ
Frightful that the Shiite militia would visit his home at any 
moment, Belal and Zina hid in his brother’s home for three 
days before fleeing on a 17-hour journey to Syria. While in 

Syria, Belal began the refugee paperwork to come to America. 
He struggled to find work in Syria while Zina stayed at home. 
In 2009, they welcomed a son Yahya and in late 2011, Belal 
was overjoyed when his family was notified that they could 
come to America. 

DELAYED IN COMING TO AMERICA
While at the Syrian airport, authorities rejected 
Belal’s passport and told him he would have to 
apply for another one in Baghdad. Although he 
was terrified to return to Iraq, especially with a 
young son, he and Zina hoped that it would not 
take long to get the documents needed to start 
a new life in America. They lived on the couch 
in their brother’s house while waiting for their 
new passports. Eighteen months later, they were 
given their passports. Belal cried tears of joy 
when he heard the news.

LIFE IN THE BAYOU CITY
Life is much different for Belal and his family in 

Houston. He works fulltime at a car wash and Zina is working 
at a factory. They plan to enroll their 5-year-old son into 
kindergarten soon. During the week, Zina studies English with 
Interfaith Ministries’ volunteers. She wants to become fluent 
so she can start school. When asked what they loved most 
about America, Belal responded, “When I came to America, 
I forgot fear. I feel safe to be Sunni. We are happy now.”

2017 TAPESTRY GALA 
TO HONOR SHELL

Hurricane season is just around the corner and we need your 
help to make sure our Meals on Wheels seniors will have 
shelf-stable food and bottled water on hand should inclement 
weather keep our drivers from making their deliveries. 
On Saturday June 3, 2017, we will need 1,000 volunteers to 
deliver to 4,000 seniors. Deliveries will take just a few short 
hours, but will make a big difference to Houston seniors.

Distribution locations will be announced at a later date, but 
sign-ups are welcome now.
Contact Bethany Boucher, bboucher@imgh.org, 
713-533-4989.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS – 
2ND ANNUAL OPERATION IMPACT SET FOR JUNE 3

3303 Main Street
Houston, TX 77002
713.533.4900
Paula Sutton
IM Board Chair
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Planning and fundraising continue for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston’s (IM) Plaza of Respect. The last stage of 
our capital campaign and the finishing touch to our campus, 
the Plaza of Respect at 3303 Main will be an inspirational and 
educational public space that honors three interfaith leaders 
of our city – Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Rabbi Samuel Karff 
and Reverend William A. Lawson. 
When complete, the plaza will also provide a beautiful outdoor 
gathering in Houston’s vibrant Midtown. It will be a centerpiece 

in our community to welcome refugees, to educate about our 
faiths and to host events that build respect for thy neighbor. 
To make this vision a reality, we must raise $2.5 million for the 
construction of the Plaza and to establish a building reserve 
fund to enable us to maintain the area for years to come. If 
you are interested in learning more about this exciting project, 
please contact: 
Chief Development Officer, 
Maria Magee, mmagee@imgh.org, 713-533-4900.

THE PLAZA OF RESPECT – THE CAPSTONE OF OUR CAMPUS

At Interfaith Ministries for Greater 
Houston (IM), we’ve seen firsthand 
– and seen it often – the power of 
partnerships. 
We’ve seen it in the work we’ve 
accomplished thanks to the helping 
hands of thousands of volunteers, 
and we’ve seen it in the people 
we’ve helped, thanks to the financial 
support of our generous donors.  
I’m proud that IM is frequently called 
upon to partner in community events 

and educational outreach. Recently, we launched a program to 
capture the incredible power of the Houston faith community 
acting together. Our Interfaith Circle is open to faith communities 
eager to support our Interfaith Relations department’s work of 
mobilizing and engaging faith communities in America’s most 
diverse region. This includes attending our interfaith events, 
volunteering when there is a need to serve, and helping 
spread the word and take the actions that demonstrate the 
value of interfaith understanding.
Interfaith Relations is uniquely situated to play a key role in 
making the Greater Houston area a more understanding and 
respectful region. Again, as the most diverse city in the nation, 
we can be a model for the rest of the country. 
The Interfaith Circle is a tangible statement of support for 

this work. It provides our work the credibility of an identifiable 
network of faith communities that stand with us on issues of 
social justice and human rights. In these challenging times, 
the Circle shows the community that there is a broad group 
of faith communities who see our differences as a source of 
strength, our similarities a source of unity, and that the forces 
of ignorance and fear can be overcome when people work 
together. We can help expand the Circle by welcoming more 
and more congregations into work that benefits the whole 
community!
We’re pleased that nearly 50 houses of worship have joined 
the Circle and that the membership represents a broad swath 
of beliefs. The Circle knows no geographic boundaries, 
currently stretching from Galveston to Brenham and from 
Katy to Humble!
Those who have joined demonstrate a commitment to building 
understanding and respect across religious traditions and 
have already become our “go-to” resource for connecting 
faith communities.
To learn more about the Interfaith Circle, I encourage you 
to contact:  
Rev. Greg Han, ghan@imgh.org, 713-533-4904.
May you have a safe and prosperous Spring. 

Martin B. Cominsky
President & CEO

FROM THE CEO

Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston’s (IM) Best Friends Brunch drew more 
than 230 people and plenty of pups to Hotel ZaZa, Saturday, Feb. 11, 2017.
IM raised more than $100,000 from the brunch, which is a main source of funding 
for aniMeals on Wheels, a program that provides much-needed food for dogs 
and cats belonging to IM’s Meals on Wheels seniors. This year’s brunch honored 
Jerri Duddlesten Moore, along with her dog Armi. Heather Holland 
chaired the event, and Neal Hamil and Karen Winston served as Honorary 
Chairs.  The top sponsors for the event were Linda and Fred Marshall, along 
with Susan and Dan Boggio and Don Sanders.

This year’s brunch featured a doggie fashion show, cat 
video contest and a silent auction that included sports 
memorabilia donated by Alan Helfman of River Oaks 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram, a Billy Gibbons autographed 
guitar donated by Kristy Phillips and a vacation getaway to 
The Pelican Reef Villas in Belize donated by Teena Davis.
Guests at the champagne brunch included: Jim Moore, 
Diane Lokey Farb, Dee Dee Dochen, Wendy Phillips, 
Kristy Phillips, Nadia Tajalli, Miya Shay, Frank 
Billingsley, and IM Board Members, Bret Baccus, 
Charlene Chuang, Debra Garner, Jay Harberg, 
Mani Subramanian and Paula Sutton. ABC-13 
meteorologist Casey Curry served as emcee.
More than 600 homebound seniors are enrolled in 

aniMeals on Wheels program. Each month, volunteers distribute more than 
9,000 pounds of food to more than 1,000 pets, who provide valuable company 
and love to their senior companions. Studies show pets can enhance the lives 
of seniors, improving their physical and mental health, while reducing trips to 
the doctor.

The next time you are tooling Houston’s streets you might see one of our new, 
vibrantly decorated Meals on Wheels vehicles. We’ve wrapped two new vehicles – 
a first for IM - to recognize Shell and Sysco for their very generous support of Meals 
on Wheels. With a delivery area that stretches from Katy to Galveston, Meals on 
Wheels’ wrapped vehicles will help spread the word about Meals and Wheels and 
the valuable services we, and our funders, provide homebound seniors.

BEST FRIENDS BRUNCH WAS 
TAIL-WAGGING SUCCESS

WELCOME, NEW AND 
RENEWING MAJOR 

CORPORATE DONORS!
JAN. – FEB. 2017

TAKING OUR “THANKS” TO THE STREETS

Martin B. Cominsky
President & CEO


