
Every season is a busy season at Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston. As you 
will read in this edition of Mosaic, this Spring is no exception.

Topping our list is our 2016 Tapestry Gala, which was held on May 5th at the 
Hilton Americas-Houston and raised over $565,000 for IM. This very special 
evening was a time to celebrate and raise funds for the many programs we offer 
to homebound seniors, refugees and the interfaith community.

This year, we were excited to honor Charles and Lily Foster with the 2016 Tapestry 
Award. We chose to recognize the Fosters for their work in helping people, regard-
less of their country of origin, with remarkable dignity and service. A noted immi-
gration attorney, Foster serves as Honorary Consul General of the Kingdom of 
Thailand in Houston and is the former Chairman of the Board for IM. Lily Foster is 
an accomplished actress and community activist. The Fosters followed in a long 
line of distinguished honorees that have included Dr. Sushma and Devinder 
Mahajan; Dr. John and Anne Mendelsohn; and Marie and Vijay Goradia.

Secretary and Mrs. James A. Baker, III were this year’s honorary Gala chairs. The Gala’s co-chairs were: Honorary 
Consul General and Mrs. Phillip Aronoff; Mr. and Mrs. Shahzad Bashir; Mr. and Mrs. Alan Crain; Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Everett; Mr. and Mrs. David B. Jones; and Mr. Bill King.

This year’s Gala brought some changes from previous years, including an attractive selection of silent auction items 
that brought in over $17,000 for IM. I would like to thank all our auction donors, especially Alan Helfman of River 
Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram who donated an impressive array of sports memorabilia. We also had a fantastic 
multimedia presentation, thanks to a generous in-kind donation from Deutser. The evening included a moving 
interfaith prayer, and inspiring musical selections.

You can read about other exciting events that we have coming up in this issue of Mosaic. Thank you for your ongo-
ing support of Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston. It means so much to the people that we help!

Sincerely, 

 

Martin B. Cominsky  
President & CEO 
 Our 2016 Best Friends Brunch was a howling success! 

Nearly 300 guests attended the January 30th event at 
Hotel ZaZa. IM raised more than $112,000 at the 
brunch for aniMeals on Wheels, a program that 
provides food for pets belonging to IM’s Meals on 
Wheels seniors. Guests at the champagne brunch 
included honoree Leisa Holland-Nelson, the 2016 
aniMeals on Wheels Champion and brunch chairs 
Laura Max Rose and Ben Rose.

IM celebrated March for Meals with an appearance on 
Great Day Houston and meal deliveries with State 
Rep. Gene Wu, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett, 
Channel 13 reporter Courtney Fischer and Sunny 
99.1’s Dana Tyson. March for Meals is a national 
celebration recognizing March 22, 1972, when
President Richard Nixon signed into law a measure that 
amended the Older Americans Act of 1965 and 
established a national nutrition program for seniors 60 
years and older.
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